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Cuscuta is a cosmopolitan genus with a world-wide distribution 
(Watson, Dallwitz, 1992). In Slovakia, the most Important 
species trom the family Cuscutaceae are Cuscuta campestris 
Yuncker, C. epi/hymum (L) Murr, C. europaa L, and C. 
/upufilorm/s (Krocker) Hada~ & Chrtek (Bertovs et aI., 1988). In 
total, a low diversity of phytophagous insects has been reported 
on parasitic plants from the genus Cuscuta. Larvae of 
Cerastrina agrio/us (DerOrza) destroyed the fruits, Smicronyx 
spp., and S. coacus (Reich) (Coleoptera: Curculionldae) 
caused stem galls. Larvae of the first generation of 
Me/anagromyza cuscutae Hering (Diptera: Agromyzidae) 
mined In stems and those of the second generation destroyed 
the seeds (Volkov, 1989). S. roridus (Marshall) (Coleoptera: 
Curculionidae) fed on growing points and formed galls on the 
young Cuscuta shoots (Parsons & Cuthbertson, 1992). C. 
reflexa was a host for Aphis craccivora (Koch) (Homoptera: 
Aphididae) (Cheema et aI., 1976).During 2001, plants from the 
family Cuscutaceae (C. campastris, C. epi/hymum, C. europea 
and C. lupuliformis) were examined for the presence of insects 
at 52 localities of Slovakia. Aehid colonies were found on C. 
/upufilormis at the locality of Coltovo (7588", 227 m a. s. I.). 
Together 12 winged females, 14 apterous females and 112 
nymphs were collected. Leg. et coli. t. CagM, P. T6th, E. 
Komaromyovs; det. M. Barta. The aphids were collected from 
infested plants and preserved in 70 % ethylalcohol for 
determination. The species was Identified as Aph/s labae 
Scopoll (Homoptera: Aphididae). Bean aphid, A. labae Is a 
polyphagous aphid species feeding on more than 200 plant 
species (Hele, 1986; Stoettel, 1990; Douglas, 1997). C. 
lupuliformis has not been mentioned as a host of A. fabae 
(Douglas, 1997; Godfrey, Chaney, 1995; Heie, 1986; 1995; 
Taubert, 1985). Until now, plant species from the family 
Cuscutaceae have not been referred to as a host of A. labae. 
This Is the first record of C. /upulliormis as a host of A. labae. 
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